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Background

On Thursday morning, May L4,20!5, Kenosha County Division
of Health (KCDOH) received several reports from the public
describing similar symptoms which alerted KCDOH on a
possible food borne outbreak.

A Public Health Nurse (PHN) conducted case investigations on
the reporting individuals and detected at least L0 people were
ill with similar complaints after eating food purchased from
one food establishment.

The chief complaints reported included diarrhea, nausea,
vomiting, headache, abdominal cramp¡ng and fever.
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Consultation with Department of Public Health (DPH) staff on
our findings launched a joint investigation.

DPH modified the standard case investigation worksheet based
on initial complaints and food products identified in order to
provide specificity to the investigation.

The DPH requested securing the following ¡nformation from the
identified food establishment (SMLC): list of all food items
served, all food items prepared- including preparation of
specific food items that conform with the timeframe from
reporting complaints.
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Thursd^y, May L4,2O1 5

Environmental Health (EH) staff was notified and performed a
food borne illness inspection at the identified food
establishment.

lnspection Outcome: EH staff obtained a list of all raw and
prepared food available for purchase, list and number of
employees, work hours and dates worked, and identify any ill
workers, especially those who may have handled food.

PHN followed up with families previously interviewed, and
requested to hold all leftover food in question so it can be
tested, specifically any food eaten prior to onset of symptoms.
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DEMOCRAPHIC IN FORMATION

Nane:

Pùent/Cuddiæ Nme:
Addr6s:

City:

Age:_ Getrdq: M F

Couty:

YN

State:

Dimhø Y N
(3 ot norc l@se s!@ls 24 hows)

Fever (_") Y N

Hqdache Y N

Fatigue Y N

Zip: _
Phoûe (home): phone (cell):

Occupation:

Highriskactivitio: EDaycae EFoodhædlø EHea.lrhcaeprovider
(Ptoe¡de opprcpriqte erclusion und educstion Ífitditiduot is iil /wos iil)

CLINICAL INFORMATION

Have you (you child) beetr ill with gasl¡oiût6tioal symptoms (vomiting, diùhea, abdominal crmpiag, nausø, etc ) in the last 2

weeks? Y N IJno skip to Other IU Persons

þ

Ooset Date: I / Onset Time : AM PM
ìVell D¡tei _l _l _ Well Time: : AM pM

Nau*a Y N Vomiting

Bloody didhea Y N

Chills Y N

Body aches Y N

Othtr: Y N

Did you sæ a physicia? Y
rùqe you seen io d ER-/ED Y

Wqe you hospitalízed ovemight? Y

Wæ a stool sp€imd collected? Y
lfNo, would you be willing to submit a stool specimen for fræ tæting? y N

OTHER ILL PERSONS

Hro aayone in you household bs il.l with GI symptoms during ûe l¡st two wæks? y N

l) lf yes, who: orct d¿re: _l _l _Time: _:_ AM pM

What wtre their slmptoms(circle)? Nausa / Vomitilg / Dlñha / Abd cræps / Fevq / Hødæhe / Other:
2) If yæ, who: oûset date: _l _/ _Time: _:_ AM pM

what wae their s¡mptons(circle)? NaBa / vobitiDg / Dia¡¡bea / Abd crops / Fevq / Headæhe / othq:
3) lf yæ, who: onset date: _l _/ _Time: _:_ AM pM

What wae their symptoDs(ci¡cle)? Nasø / Vomiting / Diehø / Abd mps / Fevq / Hødæbe / Othû:

Do you kDow rtryone else (frie¡4 cworks, ets) who wss ill wità Gl symptoDs düitrg th¡s sEe time period? y N
l) lf yc, who: WheD,/OEet: _l _l _
what wøe their sympto.s(circle)'¡ Naua / vomitiog / Dia¡hø / Abd c@ps / Fevq / Hqdache / otl,q:
2) lfyæ, who: Whea,/Onset: _/ _/ _
vy'hat wøe their symptoos(cùcle)? Na6e / Vomitirg I Dinhq I Abd. crops / Fevs / Hadæhe / otha:

Abdooinal cmps Y

Swæts Y

Muscle achs Y

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Date: / I
Where:

Whe¡e:

R6ults:



Frid^y, May 15, 201 5
€ PHN received notification from DPH confirming the bacterial

disease as Salmonella on case investigation numUe r L874.
* Twenty-one case investigation interviews completed. One stool

sample collected.

' lnfection Control Practitioners (lCP) at both local hospitals were
alerted to a potential food borne outbreak specific to
Sa lmonella.

o PHN staff provided the ICP's with training tools on the signs and
:ymPtoms of Salmonella, how to collect stool samples in testing
for the disease.

û ICP's instructed to notify KCDOH of any testing on the public.



Kenosha Unified School District alerted on the outbreak and the
possibility of students returning to their home school while symptoms
continue from their illness and possible risk to other students and staff.

Several new cases Iisted in the Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance
System (WEDSS) for Kenosha County.

One a family of four. Another; a family of five from Kenosha County that
attended a Mother's Day party in Lake County, lllinois. Case
investigation interviews completed on new cases.

PHN contacted Lake County Health Department to inform of potential
multistate involvement due Kenosha County residents positive with
Salmonella that attended a family gathering in their jurisdiction.
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Mond^y,May 18,2O1 5
lncident Command System activated.

Command Post briefings held daily.

0800 phone conference with the State DPH.

lnternal notification to all KCDOH staff working on the outbreak
on the status of current clients, distribution of stool kits and
incoming samples.

KCDOH sections involved in outbreak: Administration, Fiscat,
Nu rsing, Environmental and Laboratory.

Health Alert issued - to surrounding area Health Care Systems,
Providers, and emergency departments .
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State DPH instructions to collect 2-3 stool samples
from the following:
u Each group with exposure to food from SMLC,
e All sMLc employees with food handling duties
' Any sMLC employees with gastrointestinal illness

Submit specimens to Wisconsin State Laboratory of
Hygiene (WSLH)

Tests to run on each specimens: Norovirus, pcR field
(DNA footprint) a nd enteric cu ltu re.
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update provided to KCDOH school nurses serving
Kenosha Unified School District (KUSD).

lnstructed to monitor their schools for ill ch¡ldren

To recommend increased cleaning protocols and
vigilance at the schools

To direct all ch¡ldren with signs and symptoms specific
to outbreak to remain home until asymptomatic fo r 24
hours.



lssuance of cease operations order prepared and executed to
SMLC for all hot food and prepared food in meat section of
establishment with collaborative review from Corporation Counsel

Updates to Case lnvestigation Questionnaire to include additional
foods purchased by SMLC.

L300 Teleconference with State DPH to share current status.

8 additional case investigation interviews completed , !! stools
samples collected and food samples collected from one ill family.



To:

I(sr¡osneCou¡rryor'
Joh!T-rea,Diffi
Dqrffi@¡ofH-- SseùB

Sù¡Johs@, Dùe., ¡lE!ù O6cÉ
Divùibof ¡büù.S@iÈ

Joò C@ / ll@r SEliËca AsÈilg
Bó(D sHd:¡ Bo¿q StiE6q)

KEo!ù¡,VI 5itl.fit{5l5
fr@ (3646{It{7m

FE {26A 605{ï.5

HEALTH ALERT

lûlectiotr Cmtrd - Aùrm Kendha C-fre KeMIE Commn¡ty Health CentEr -d Udted tb$¡tal Syna:
Kemd¡¡ ùlemriBl ¿od 5L CaüEdæ's CirFr¡s

tum: Cyrith¡ãlotßon M€d-, RX- tliffi/HqH¡Ofñcs
Guen Fërfr¿ryB Mt Rt¡C- Clinid sen¡rã DiEtür/Asi¡ùaft He{¡h Oflks
Kysial RieEteh, Âl{, BsN - Co¡tron¡(?ôae t¡æ Ten LEder

the:

tt¡

May ta, 2{tl5

sal¡þElla o¡¡theet

Thê Kfl6h¿ C@Dty tÞãllh DepðrbnerÉ is ElrEtly hËtiÊáirE ð ouôE* sf SÉtnoæla h oú mDudly.
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Tuesd^y, May L9,2O1 5

Phone conference with State DPH, WSLH and Media staff.

Update of Complaint form to incorporate all members of a
fa m ily.

Additional stool samples collected and L6 case investigation
interviews completed.
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Form - DRAFT

Rece¡v¡ng Agency:

Contact lnformat¡on:

lnteß¡ewed By:

Compla¡nt Date:

Received By:

lnteß¡ew Date:

Receiving Agency

Gender

zip:

Age:

State:

Ema¡l:

C¡ty:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Does the ¡ll person work/volunteer ¡n the follow¡ng sett¡ngs.: !Daycare ¡Food Serv¡ce DHealthcare

trNo lllnesstrGroup lllness

DOther (r'.e ch¡td, spouæ, etc )!Compla¡nantlll Person:

lllnessCompla¡nt: trSinglelllness

trFood Estab¡ishment

ERecreat¡onal Wate¡

trReta¡l Food Product

trOther

trDrinking Water
Compla¡nt Category:

Complainant Data

YN

!lllness Ongo¡ng

Sweats Y N

Symptoms

T¡me:

Time:

Headache Y N

Weakness Y N

Fatigue Y N

Other

Relat¡onsh¡p

Name of ¡ll person ¡f other than compla¡nanh

Onset Date

Abdominal Cramps Y N

Fever Y N

Ch¡lls Y N

Muscle Aches Y N

Date:

Date:

Onset:

Stopped:
lllness

S¡gns and Symptoms:

Nausea Y N

Vom¡t¡ng Y N

D¡arrhea Y N

Bloody D¡arrhea Y N

Have you had contact w¡th anyone (household, co-workers, fr¡ends, etc.) ¡n the 7 days before your
¡llness began who had a s¡m¡lar ¡llness, or do you know anyone else who ¡s currenfly ¡ll?

Name

lllness Data

Date V¡s¡ted:

D¡scharge Date:

D¡agnos¡s:

YN
Phys¡c¡an Name:

Adm¡t Date:YN
Y N lBlood ¡Stoot

Was a doctor or other healthcare provider v¡s¡ted?

Healthcare Fac¡l¡ty:

Hospital¡zed ovêrn¡ght?

Cl¡n¡cal spec¡mens taken?

Would you be w¡ll¡ng to prov¡de a stool sample?

Cl¡n¡cal Data



M ay 2O, 2O1 5 r M ay 26, 2O1 5

Pork carnitas implicated as food source of outbreak.
Food flow sheet created to examine the current food handling
practices by SMLc in the preparation of pork carnitas.

Media briefs were released at 2:00PM each business day.

English and Spanish language materials prepared for
distribution at local community and faith-based organizations.

Raw meat operations at SMLC opened by KCDOH
Environmental Section on S/22/LS.
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FOR A.f,\,f EDLA,TE RELh{SE

C¡nthra Jolmon Duecror¡I{ealth Ofücer
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cllthiâ tnhn(on,i/)kÐoçhicor¡rtr otg

C,Eúi¡ Johso¡, Di¡æro¡, .. e¡Ith O6cd
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FN i?É:ì 605-6:tj
Coutact:
Teþhore:
E-ruil

Kenosha Counç' Salmonellosis Ourbreak
5/2Oi I 5 - DAILY TIPD^{.TE

' Tbe Kæsha Cou¡Ð, Dirrsio¡ of llealth coarinms to i¡ten is. indil,iduals rith
gøsroim:tiuzl rllæs: æd *pome ro ,9qæm æado Los Corrales .l,s of ùi: rim
uore rïa 60 ill penons Lme bæs ide¡tjñed

. To dare. Salnonelia n'iù a roacchirg DNA ñryuprim has bru foud ¡ü t$þ c*s
pariæs. -4.dditioui stool smplx æ umtly beug te red

. The souce of the ouåreat È still uder iffi sri.eatiou. The Kmsha Cou¡,
Dirlsìon of llealth is conrim ro uo¡li mrtr Spmmødo Iæ Corroi¿iol ths
urcstigêticn

. The mear ud food prçuatiou
c.iosed rrhle ùe imsrigatiou i
oPs,

. T¡ps fffiftre'Ðùng Sabnonella'.

. .{Jwa1s mar mw eggs. tnulù} bæf æd pod, æ if thcl- æ cüleiuled
md handle accordugl¡',

Fw mre ufomoon o¡ ple Ðiusion of HealrÀ ar (16l) 60j_
6100. (S0l)) 4?l-8008. or us

FOR I\f À'f EDLA.TE RELE{SE

Contact: CrqthuJol¡son-Di¡etorHeafthO'Ë6cer
Telephone: (16l)605-6700
E-mil: clrthiâìohnsont;tùenoqhacoÌntlorg

Kenosh¡ Counç' Salmonetlosis Outbreali
5/26/15 - DAILY L]PDATI

. Tbe Kæsha CowÐ. Ditision of Health comi¡æs ro inten'im,individua.ls rith
gölroinrëtinal illn€ss æd expomr ro Sqmmailo Los Conalæ. .{s of thÈ ame.
ure rla 60 ill persou har= bm idmtified.

. To dare. Salmotell¿ n ith a uarchiry DltA fiagupriu has ben foud i¡ eler,m cæ
ts¡ed ad rhe mber of
s broue ar.ail¡ble.

¡ Bæed o¡ the inrenisl: that hare bæn co¡ù¡cted rle muæ of tle outbrul
sold at Supæmæødo lat Cøølet duìng \{oùer's
015). Tesmg of foodfrom&4wmmailo Læ Comlæ

' ffi:î: :iìHiHL",i:i
imluding

. TÞs fmprs'mti¡€ Salmonølla:r \Liash h¡nrls siù ."* o.t"r" -uJ oî,t_"åuJ'r.Jö'trÅ,îr:rffi;lH

ith raw mat u pou-lt1' to prflEt cross

' -{ìaans dear mlr eggs, poulu1,. bæf ud polt æ rf tk'¡' æ contaumt¿d
md hædle acco¡diælr._

The nest dail1'updare lll be pronded on Fridal'_ \fav ì9- ì015. For mo¡e inforuqon u-
pleæe call üe Kmsba Coutl Drrison of Healrh at (ìól) 60j-6T00- {800) J?l-800S. or
r.isit rns'Ienosbacoutl--org_



Frid^y, May 29,2O1 5

Phone conference with State DPH on published lab results.

Matching DNA footprint identified in stool samples links cases.

Lab results link 29 persons ill with symptoms consistent of
Salmonella disease, from over 60 persons identified in case
investigations.
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Wednesd^y,fune 3, 2O1 5

No new case reports received.

70 ill persons identified to outbreak.

Laboratory testing conducted at the Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection (DATcp) on food samples
su bm itted.

Salmonella isolated from pork carnitas food sample sold at
SMLC on May L0, 20L5.
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Thursday, fune 4,201 5

KcDoH Environmental section worked with state
Environmental and DATCP and re-opened meat preparation
area with operating conditions.
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Maior Strengths

Outbreak ldentified EARLY: Effective and swift investigation
practices identified case contacts and linkages to an outbreak
Personnel Strengths:

Competent public health practitioners - current skill sets

Team Structure - provides effective staffing system

Cross Training within allTeams

Experienced, knowledgeable, science-based staff with
ep¡demiology skills
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o lncident Command System: Staff formally
trained and experienced in the application and
functionality of the ICS structure.

Partnerships: Resulted in a coordinated
response through collaboration efforts with:
o Wisconsin Division of Public Health

Communicable Disease team
o KUSD School District staff
. Local and Regional media professionals
o Kenosha County internal governmental

agency su pport

o
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Areas for Improvement

State Data System: lmprove the efficiency of entering client
data and outbreak information into WEDSS.

Phone system: Review Kenosha county phone system for
effective utilization during an unfolding event, and identify
system set-up before the next event.


