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WHEREAS, on February 25, 2022, the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families issued 

Child Support Bulletin 22-03 regarding Child Support Orders for Children in Out-of-Home Care; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, this bulletin stated child support obligations that are ordered in a case under 

Wisconsin Chapter 48 or Wisconsin Chapter 938 are not enforceable by a county child support 

agency (CSA); and 

 

WHEREAS, this bulletin furthermore stated Wis. Stat. s. 59.53(6)(b) instructs the attorneys who 

are responsible for support enforcement to “institute, commence, appear in, or perform other 

prescribed duties in actions or proceedings under sub. (5) and ss. 49.22(7), 767.205(2), 767.501, 

and 767.80 and ch. 769.” There is no instruction to institute, commence, appear in, or perform 

other duties in actions under ch. 48 or ch. 938; and 

 

WHEREAS, per the July 29, 2022, Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE) Dear Colleague 

Letter, the Administration for Children and Families encourages child welfare agencies to 

implement across-the-board policies that require an assignment of the rights to child support for 

children who receive title IV-E foster care maintenance payments (FCMPs) only in very rare 

circumstances; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors 

respectfully requests the State of Wisconsin allow counties greater flexibility in methods of 

collecting reimbursement from parents for substitute care costs for children in out of home care; 

and  

 
    

  
  

         

 



 
 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors respectfully 

requests the State of Wisconsin allow referrals from child welfare offices to child support agencies 

in most circumstances to establish a child support order for children in out-of-home care; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors respectfully 

requests the State of Wisconsin allow referrals be delayed for the initial six months to promote 

reunification but be reevaluated for referral after the initial six-month period as often, reunification 

occurs in the first six months and the delay would defray unnecessary administration costs and 

promote reunification during the that timeframe; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors respectfully 

requests the State of Wisconsin allow immediate referrals from child welfare offices to child 

support agencies to establish paternity for children in out of home care; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors respectfully 

requests the State of Wisconsin allow for child support cases that already have an established 

order to collect child support be immediately redirected to the County for children in out of home 

care; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors respectfully 

requests the State of Wisconsin establish a state workgroup comprised of stakeholders in child 

welfare, child support, and county and human services representatives to review the child welfare 

referral process to child support agencies; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to Kenosha 

County’s legislative delegation, Governor Evers, the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of 

Children and Families, all other Wisconsin counties, and the Wisconsin Counties Association. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Tim Stocker      David Geertsen 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Erin Decker       
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WHEREAS, Kenosha County administers the Child Support Enforcement Program on behalf of 

the State of Wisconsin, providing a holistic set of services to Kenosha County children and their 

parents, including paternity establishment, assistance with finding employment, obtaining child 

support, and establishing, enforcing, and modifying health insurance orders for children; and  

 

WHEREAS, child support is one of the most effective anti-poverty programs in Wisconsin, with 

county child support agencies serving approximately 347,000 children and collecting roughly 

$906 million in financial support for Wisconsin families in 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, child support is proven to reduce childhood poverty rates, lead to better educational 

and behavioral outcomes for children, and have a positive effect on health, food security, and 

housing stability; and 

 

WHEREAS, county child support agencies work closely with both parents to ensure that they have 

the help they need to be successful, including assistance with finding employment, referrals to 

other social service programs, and right-sizing orders for individuals impacted by substance abuse, 

or other challenges; and   

 

WHEREAS, state funding for county child support services has failed to keep up with county 

agency costs, which have steadily increased due to a high number of caseloads per worker, 

increased complexity of cases, inflation, and new regulations; and     

 

 
    

  
  

         

 



 
 

 WHEREAS, an abrupt federal interpretation change in June 2019 eliminated $4.2 million in 

federal birth cost recovery matching funds for Wisconsin; and 

 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s strong performance in child support is at risk without additional 

funding, and Wisconsin has already dropped from second in the nation for the collection of current 

support in 2016 to sixth in the nation in 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, without additional state funds, county child support agencies may need to eliminate 

positions, further increase caseloads, or reduce services, further impacting federal performance 

measures, which would result in the loss of additional federal funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the individuals most impacted by insufficient funding for child support are the 

children and families served by county child support agencies, who may need to seek out public 

assistance programming absent the financial security provided by the child support program; and   

 

WHEREAS, state investments in child support are amplified by a generous federal match; every 

$1 of Wisconsin GPR invested in the Child Support Program generates roughly $2 in federal 

matching funds; and  

 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s Child Support Enforcement Program is incredibly cost-effective, 

collecting an average of $6.43 in support for every dollar invested in the program; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors 

respectfully requests that state funding for county child support agencies be increased by $5 

million GPR in each fiscal year of the 2023-25 Wisconsin state budget, which will generate 

approximately $9.7 million in additional federal funding each year, ensuring Wisconsin counties 

can continue to effectively provide economic support to our children; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to Kenosha 

County’s legislative delegation, Governor Evers, the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of 

Administration, all other Wisconsin counties, and the Wisconsin Counties Association. 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Tim Stocker      David Geertsen 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Erin Decker       
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WHEREAS, Chapter 19.81 of Wisconsin State Statutes, the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law, promote
democracy by ensuring that all state, regional and local governments conduct their business with 
transparency; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors recognize that 
transparency is the cornerstone of democracy and citizens cannot hold elected officials accountable 
in a representative government unless government is performed in the open; and

WHEREAS, citizens have a right to know how their government is spending their tax dollars and 
exercising the powers granted by the people:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Kenosha County Board of Supervisors does hereby 
adopt the following policy:

Notwithstanding any actions previously taken by the County Board, the 
requirement that a duly appointed member be physically present to vote shall apply 
to all affiliated boards, committees, and commissions. Further, a member must be 
physically present at such a meeting to be considered present for purposes of 
attendance.

____________________________ ____________________________
Erin Decker Zachary Rodriguez
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