


7:00 am to 8:00 pm





 

Request for Amendment to Hours of Operation 

Lafarge Aggregates - Dyer Lake Mine, 4111 392nd Ave. 

Lafarge Aggregates Illinois, Inc. wishes to modify its current hours of 
operation at the Dyer Lake Mine, as part of the Conditional Use Permit 
renewal before the Town of Wheatland and Kenosha County.  We are 
requesting a change in the current production and maintenance hours 
from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm year round, to 7:00 am to 8:00 pm between 
May 1st and November 30th.  All other hours to remain the same. 

 

There are several reasons for this request: 

1.)   In order to meet customer demand during the construction season, we 
need to operate our processing equipment for more hours than the current 
permit allows.  The plant cannot run efficiently in colder months and 
building excess inventory when demand slows is not a good business 
practice. 

2.)   We are paying too many overtime wages in the warmer months which 
reduces our ability to compete.  This wage premium must be allocated to 
our product cost.  Pricing is key component in a commodity business. 

3.)   The deposit is now yielding less material per acre so we are using more 
man hours to get the same amount of product on the stockpiles. 

4.)   Employee safety is job one and we know that overworked employees can 
become unsafe.  The expansion of hours would create new jobs and less 
overtime for the production team.  Work-life balance is improved as well. 

5.)   To the best of our knowledge, we have not received a noise complaint in 
the 25 years of the mine’s operation and the closest neighbors are the 
landowners – who farm the surrounding lands during the same seasons 
when we are busiest. 

6.)   The addition of COVID-19 preparedness has added corporate safety 
precautions and reduced efficiencies in order to keep our employees, 
customers and vendors safe. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION  

LaFarge Aggregates Illinois, Inc. (LaFarge) currently operates the Dyer Lake Sand and 

Gravel Mine located on 392nd Avenue in the Town of Wheatland. In 1996, Kenosha  

County granted LaFarge a Conditional Use Permit to mine sand and gravel on the Dyer Lake 

parcels referenced above. In accordance with the Kenosha County Zoning Ordinance, the 

Conditional Use Permit, which allows for quarrying and other non-metallic mining in the M-

3 Zoning District, expires at the end of two (2) years upon which time a renewal of the 

conditional use permit is required. This report and attached 2019 Operations Summary 

Report Exhibit outline the current and projected mining plan for the Dyer Lake operation 

and is intended as a descriptive and graphic summary of the operations and reclamation at 

Dyer Lake and is a supplement to the Conditional Use Permit renewal application. 
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2.  CURRENT MINING AND RECLAMATION ACTIVITIES  

On January 21, 2020 a representative of Baxter & Woodman, Inc. (BWI) conducted a site 

visit accompanied by a representative of LaFarge at the Dyer Lake facility. This report was 

prepared by BWI and is intended to represent the status of the mining operation as of the 

date referenced above. The report was prepared using notes and observations collected 

during the site visit. Additional information was provided to BWI by LaFarge. 

In accordance with the mining plan and report prepared for the original 1996 conditional 

use permit application, LaFarge is operating a sand and gravel extraction operation, a 

material processing plant and a material conveyance system for the processing, storage, sale 

and transport of sand and gravel products. 

The existing permanent material processing plant currently in operation is located at the 

north side of the Redi-Mix concrete plant operated by Ozinga. As part of the material 

processing plant, an existing settling pond is located on the east side of the processing plant 

and an existing freshwater pond is located on the south side of the processing plant. 

CELL 5 

Currently, the ground surface in Cell 5 has been mined to approximately 2 to 3 feet above 

the groundwater. Due to the presence of sand and gravel material below the water table in 

Cell 5, mining operations above and below water in Cell 5 will begin in 2020 and extend into 

2022. Soil stockpiles located in Cell 5 will be moved to the north, east, south and west 

perimeters of Cell 5 and stored in screening berms as mining commences and as part of final 

reclamation. The soil in the berms will be utilized to reclaim the slopes when mining is 

completed in Cell 5. The above and below water mining activities will create potentially two 

lake areas in Cell 5 when mining and reclamation is complete. 

The main conveyor system located in Cell 6 transports material mined from Cell 5 to the 

processing plant. The material in Cell 5 is transported to the conveyor system located in Cell 

6 by articulated truck. A feeder conveyor in the active extraction areas in Cell 6 transports 

material to the main conveyor system where it is transported to the material processing 

plant. An existing service access road is located on the north side of the existing main 

conveyor system and travels from the material processing plant to the central portion of 

Cell 6. This conveyor system will remain in operation as mining is completed in Cell 6 and 

the conveyor system will also be utilized for material mined and transported from Cell 7. 
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CELL 6 

During 2018-2019, mining has been completed in the southern half of cell 6 and soils 

materials have been placed in the northern half of Cell 6. Soils located on the southern half 

of Cell 6 will be utilized in the reclamation of Cell 6 in the future.  

Mining operations have been completed in the northern triangular portion of Cell 6 and, a 

slope will be graded from the existing ground surface on the east side of the underground 

pipeline easement to the floor of Cell 6. This slope will be graded to an 8:1 grade. Topsoil, 

seeding and erosion control materials will be placed on the reclaimed slope to stabilize the 

slope until vegetation has been established. 

CELL 7 

In 2018–2019 mining operations began in Cell 7 on the north side of the underground 

piping easement. A pipeline easement crossing has been constructed on the southeast edge 

and southwest edge of active mining cell 7 to allow mining vehicles and service vehicles to 

cross the pipelines and access mining Cell 7 on the north side of the pipeline easement. The 

crossing is constructed to protect the underground pipelines from damage. The topsoil and 

overburden has been stripped and placed at the northeastern corner of Cell 7. Mining 

operations will continue in Cell 7 to the west and southwest of the existing Cell 7 in year 

2020 and 2021 as depicted on the 2019 Operations Report Exhibit. Overburden material 

stripped from Mining Cell 7 in year 2020 and 2021 will be placed in berms on the north and 

west perimeter of Cell 7. The berm material will be utilized to reclaim the slopes 

surrounding Cell 7 when mining is completed. Topsoil and overburden will be removed 

before sand and gravel extraction begins in the western and southwestern Cell 7 in year 

2020 and continue through 2021. Mining operations in the western half of Cell 7 will be 

concluded in the future.  

The existing permanent material processing plant, currently in operation, is located on the 

western portion of the property on the north side of the Redi-Mix concrete plant. As part of 

the material processing plant, an existing settling pond is located on the east side of the 

processing plant and an existing freshwater pond is located on the south side of the 

processing plant. 

The existing Redi-Mix concrete plant is operating on the southwest side of the material 

processing area (see attached 2019 Reclamation Report exhibit). 
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3.  PROJECTED OPERATIONS  

Under this Conditional Use Permit renewal, sand and gravel extraction will proceed at the 

Dyer Lake facility through the year 2021 . Earth extraction activities will continue in Cell 5 

and Cell 7 until complete. Reclamation in Cell 6 will be completed on the south and north 

slopes, seeded and stabilized with erosion control measures until vegetation is established. 

In the spring of 2020, extraction of sand and gravel will begin above and below water in Cell 

5. Concurrently sand and gravel extraction will continue in Cell 7 as depicted on the 

operations exhibit referenced above after topsoil and overburden have been removed and 

stored in berms for future reclamation. 

It should be noted that it is difficult to project economic conditions and to predict future 

economic and industry market conditions. For this reason, the progress outlined above is a 

projection and mining may proceed at a lesser or greater rate depending on economic 

market conditions and demand for construction materials. Mining shall proceed in 

accordance with the Kenosha County Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to quarrying and non-

metallic mining and the Conditional Use Permit under which the Dyer Lake Mine operates. 

A Conceptual Reclamation Map exhibit for the Dyer Lake Sand and Gravel Mine has been 

included in this report. The exhibit depicts conceptual reclamation grading contours, two 

potential ponds and seeding areas as a conceptual reclamation plan for the Dyer Lake Sand 

and Gravel Mine. 
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