MINUTES
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
June 20, 2023

Members Present: Brian Thomas, John Poole, Andy Berg, Daniel Gaschke, Monica Yuhas, Jeff Wamboldt, Amanda Nedweski
Excused: 
YIG: Excused: Garrison Bryant 
YIG: Present: Patrick Sterling (6:30pm)
Others Present:  Joseph Cardamone, Brian Bashaw, John Franco, Zach Stock, Tami Rongstad 
6:00 PM
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Brian Thomas 

6:00 PM
2. Citizen comments: None

6:01 PM
3. Reports from Chairperson: There will be no July meeting unless something is assigned.

6:02 PM
4. Reports from Committee Members:  Supervisor Nedweski shares the Shared Revenue Increase news

6:02 PM
5. Communications: None to the committee.  

6:02 PM
6. Approval of May 16, 2023 minutes: Supervisor Berg made a motion to approve. Seconded by Supervisor Gaschke. All aye. Motion passes. 

6:04 PM
7. A Resolution on a Renewable Future for Kenosha County - Encouraging the Strategic Development of Renewable Energy Resources in Kenosha County and Requesting the State Legislature to Identify Sustainable Strategies for Such Development that Maintains the Natural Character and Environment of the State of Wisconsin: Supervisor Bashaw presents this resolution. 
Supervisor Wamboldt asks for clarification regarding the wording within the resolution. Supervisor Bashaw clarifies the concerning words. Supervisor Wamboldt verifies that these solar panels will not be mandated for citizens. 
Supervisor Berg states that the Joint Services building is prepped and ready for Solar Panels. He believes it is beneficial for PDEEC to work with a solar panel company to maintain smaller numbers for bigger purchases.
Supervisor Franco states that group buys keep cost low. He states he has them on his own home. There are several incentives, i.e.: The Federal government gives a 30% tax credit.
Supervisor Nedweski’s biggest concern within this resolution is regarding TIFs. She does not believe it is the County’s responsibility for TIFs. Supervisor Nedweski does not agree with the wording or approach of this resolution and will not support it.
Supervisor Wamboldt clarifies that a farmer has the choice to participate or not. 
Supervisor Nedweski proposes a subcommittee to further discuss this resolution and redraft with wording that clarifies their concerns.
Supervisor Poole does not believe that the way the resolution is written that we should require solar panels.
Chair Thomas states that private parties are already converting to solar panels without the County advocating for them. He does not believe the County should get involved with anything TIF related. Supervisor Thomas does not support Solar as we do not know how to properly dispose of it once it wears out.
Supervisor Thomas makes a motion to delete from the resolution:
WHEREAS, Kenosha County wishes to encourage responsible development and use of renewable energy, leveraging available and practical technologies where feasible, and;
WHEREAS, Development of renewable energy in Kenosha County must be encouraged in a manner which is not deleterious, or which needlessly erodes the history, culture and environment of Kenosha County and the State of Wisconsin.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, In the pursuit of responsible and rational development of renewable resources, Kenosha County will intentionally identify and employ renewable energy strategies as they relate to our strategic development objectives, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Through strategic development initiatives, Kenosha County will encourage and promote the incorporation of renewable energy infrastructure within private and public related development projects, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County advocates for the utilization of rooftop solar farming in association with but not limited to all large span rooftops including distribution, manufacturing and warehouse related projects, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County will collaborate with developers to identify and seek out opportunities for incorporation of and application of responsible renewable energy strategies, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County is requesting the state legislature to incorporate language into the requirements for TIF or Special Development Zone projects to include strategies for inclusion of Renewable Energy as a project plan, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County encourages and promotes the incorporation of roof top, passive or alternate renewable energy development, into all current and future development projects within the county to promote multi-purpose land and facility use, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County encourages all communities to adopt land use language and strategies associated with TIF or other development projects to incorporate guidelines and opportunities for public-private partnerships for incorporation of renewable resources and strategies to incorporate renewable energy, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County requests that the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin draft clear legislation related to the development and use of commercial real estate including rooftop infrastructure to incorporate renewable energy resources as a fundamental element of design, promoting conservation of land resources through multi use development in the State of Wisconsin, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the State of Wisconsin through the Department of Natural Resources protect the natural beauty of Wisconsin by defining renewable resource strategies that minimize the loss of traditional land use, perpetually degrading the historic and natural beauty of the State of Wisconsin.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Kenosha County Board directs the County Clerk to provide this resolution to all Counties in Wisconsin, all State and Federal Elected Officials who represent Kenosha County and to the WEC for consideration.
No second. 

Supervisor Gaschke clarifies that this resolution is meant for new construction. Supervisor Gaschke asks which committee would oversee the promotion and advocation for this resolution, Supervisor Bashaw states PDEEC would be the most appropriate.

Supervisor Stock shares the concerns that we don’t want to force businesses to use Solar panels. We want to encourage businesses to at least encourage businesses to use Solar as an option. Supervisor Stock clarifies that the County’s role in new builds would be to encourage the business to also look into Solar Panels as an option when building, but ultimately, it is up to the business to decide.

Supervisor Nedweski inquires what type of Personnel the County would need to employ to execute and implement in this resolution. Supervisor Bashaw states that the County already has the resources to incorporate this resolution, without additional funding.

Supervisor Wamboldt would like to propose changes to see if this Committee can make this resolution happen: 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, In the pursuit of responsible and rational development of renewable resources, Kenosha County will intentionally identify and employ renewable energy strategies as they relate to our strategic development objectives, and
delete ‘and employ’

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County advocates for the utilization of rooftop solar farming in association with but not limited to all large span rooftops including distribution, manufacturing and warehouse related projects, and
Change ‘advocates’ to ‘encourages’

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County will collaborate with developers to identify and seek out opportunities for incorporation of and application of responsible renewable energy strategies, and;
Will ‘offer to’ collabrorate; if the developer so chooses

Delete BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County is requesting the state legislature to incorporate language into the requirements for TIF or Special Development Zone projects to include strategies for inclusion of Renewable Energy as a project plan, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County encourages and promotes the incorporation of roof top, passive or alternate renewable energy development, into all current and future development projects within the county to promote multi-purpose land and facility use, and;
Delete ‘and promotes’

[bookmark: _GoBack]BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Kenosha County encourages all communities to adopt land use language and strategies associated with TIF or other development projects to incorporate guidelines and opportunities for public-private partnerships for incorporation of renewable resources and strategies to incorporate renewable energy, and;
Omit this section

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the State of Wisconsin through the Department of Natural Resources protect the natural beauty of Wisconsin by defining renewable resource strategies that minimize the loss of traditional land use, perpetually degrading the historic and natural beauty of the State of Wisconsin.
Add ‘Requests’ or ‘suggests’ that the State

Seconded by Supervisor Berg. 

Supervisor Nedweski does not support this new wording. This resolution is all over the place without clear intent. Changing the language confuses this resolution further. Supervisor Nedweski suggests to go back to the drawing board with more people to collaborate this resolution and redraft it. 

Amendment roll call.

Thomas-nay
Nedweski-nay
Wamboldt aye
Gaschke-aye
Berg-aye
Yuhas-aye
Poole-nay
Amendment passes.

Vote on resolution as amended
Roll Call:
Thomas-nay
Nedweski-nay
Wamboldt aye
Gaschke-aye
Berg-aye
Yuhas-aye
Poole-nay

Resolution passes. 

7:22 PM
8. Other matters as may be appropriately brought before the committee: Will not meet in July. The Committee 

7:25 PM
9. Adjourn: Supervisor Gaschke made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor. All Aye. Motion Carried


Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Peralta
Corporation Counsel
