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NEWSLETTER

EVERYONE CAN BE A STORY TELLER

Storytelling helps preschoolers learn new words and get ready to become readers and writers.
To further this learning at home, invite your child to tell stories to you and other family members.
Here are some suggestions:

Share what happened while on an errand. Any daily event can become a story, if a child wants
to tell it. A trip to the supermarket can become a quest to find the tortillas. After she tells this
story, join in by

becoming one of the
characters. The ‘

tortillas are in aisle 10.
Do you want corn or w [k ‘K *

flour tortillas today?
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Plan for and describe
important events.
Meeting new
neighbors or going to
the dentist can be
great topics for a story. |
After explaining what
might happen, invite o '

your child to turn it into a story. Later he can revise the story to include what actually happened.
“The dentist put a paper bib around my neck.” A story can help your child know what to expect
and recall how brave he was.

“Publish” the story. Write down your child’s story and offer crayons so she can illustrate it.
Email a scanned copy to friends and family. Provide simple props so you can act out the story
together. Have a different family member record a video on a smartphone. Send it to other
relatives so they can enjoy it too.

Click this link for schedules of baby story time, toddler story time and family story time at the
Kenosha Public Libraries.

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/everyone-can-be-storyteller



https://www.mykpl.info/events/month?combine=&program%5B%5D=238&branch%5B%5D=243&branch%5B%5D=335&branch%5B%5D=244&branch%5B%5D=245&branch%5B%5D=246&branch%5B%5D=365&status=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0g272ZA_GQrIBY5Jzp8pQreMct2MxPEQCOzvNNj2pYUQILAvkJA
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/everyone-can-be-storyteller
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7 N FAMILIES IN NEED! No registration necessary.

Diapers are first come-first served
whiles supplies last.

Sizes newborn, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & pull ups.
Kenosha County Job Center
8600 Sheridan Road
Drive up to Entrance B

DIAPER ' ' Contact Alison at 262-605-6545 or

DISTRIBUTIO alison.haas@kenoshacounty.org for

more information.

January 13 If you are in need of hygiene
3-4:00 pm products, such as shampoo or soap,
let us know when you arrive.

pP——
TRIPLE P—POSITIVE PARENTING PROGRAM Triple P
Triple P - Positive Parenting Program knows all parents have different %%W%
needs. That's why Triple P has many different ways to get your -
parenting help so you can choose what will best suit you and your _.}'-(- CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT o]
family. 9-{* Prevention Board .

Triple P programs are offered throughout the year by PSN staff. Please
check our facebook page for information on upcoming programs and
offerings: facebook.com/preventionservicesnetwork/

Are you a parent or guardian looking for parenting classes or one-on-one parenting
support? Triple P has a variety of levels to suit your family’s needs. Contact Alison at

262-605-6545 or alison.haas@kenoshacounty.org to find out about upcoming sessions
and offerings.


facebook.com/preventionservicesnetwork/

Reading with Your Child

There is no more important activity for preparing your child to succeed
as a reader than reading aloud together. Fill your story times with a
variety of books. Be consistent, be patient, and watch the magic work.

It's no secret that activities at home are an important supplement to
the classroom, but there's more to it than that. There are things that
parents can give children at home that the classrooms cannot give.

Start young and stay with it

At just a few months of age, an infant can look at pictures, listen to
your voice, and point to objects on cardboard pages. Guide your child
by pointing to the pictures, and say the names of the various objects.
By drawing attention to pictures and associating the words with both
pictures and the real-world objects, your child will learn the importance
of language.

Children learn to love the sound of language before they even notice
the existence of printed words on a page. Reading books aloud to
children stimulates their imagination and expands their understanding
of the world. It helps them develop language and listening skills and
prepares them to understand the written word. When the rhythm and
melody of language become a part of a child's life, learning to read will
be as natural as learning to walk and talk.

Even after children learn to read by themselves, it's still important for
you to read aloud together. By reading stories that are on their interest
level, but beyond their reading level, you can stretch young readers'
understanding and motivate them to improve their skills.

It's part of life

Although the life of a parent is often hectic, you should try to read with
your child at least once a day at a regularly scheduled time. But don't
be discouraged if you skip a day or don't always keep to your
schedule. Just read to your child as often as you possibly can.

If you have more than one child, try to spend some time reading alone
with each child, especially if they're more than 2 years apart. However,
it's also fine to read to children at different stages and ages at the
same time. Most children enjoy listening to many types of stories.
When stories are complex, children can still get the idea and can be
encouraged to ask questions. When stories are easy or familiar,
youngsters enjoy these "old friends" and may even help in the
reading.

Taking the time to read with your children on a regular basis sends an
important message: Reading is worthwhile.

One more time

You may go through a period when your child favors one book and
wants it read night after night. It is not unusual for children to favor a
particular story, and this can be boring for parents. Keep in mind,
however, that a favorite story may speak to your child's interests or
emotional needs. Be patient. Continue to expose your children to a
wealth of books and eventually they will be ready for more stories.

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-your-child

Talking about stories

It's often a good idea to talk about a story you are reading, but you
need not feel compelled to talk about every story. Good stories will
encourage a love for reading, with or without conversation. And
sometimes children need time to think about stories they have read. A
day or so later, don't be surprised if your child mentions something
from a story you've read together.

Remember when you were very young

It will help, however, if we open our eyes to some things adult readers
tend to take for granted. It's easier to be patient when we remember
how much children do not know. Here are a few concepts we adults
know so well we forget sometimes we ever learned them.

o There's a difference between words and pictures. Point to the
print as you read aloud.

Words on a page have meaning, and that is what we learn to
read.

Words go across the page from left to right. Follow with your
finger as you read.

Words on a page are made up of letters and are separated by a
space.

o Each letter has at least two forms: one for capital letters and and
one for small letters.

These are examples of hieroglyphics.

Imagine how you would feel if you were trying
to interpret a book full of such symbols. That's
how young readers feel. But, a little patience
(maybe by turning it into a puzzle you can
solve together) is certain to build confidence.

N

Advertise the joy of reading!

Our goal is to motivate children to want to read so they will practice
reading independently and, thus, become fluent readers. That
happens when children enjoy reading. We parents can do for reading
what fast food chains do for hamburgers? ADVERTISE! And we
advertise by reading great stories and poems to children.

We can help our children find the tools they need to succeed in life.
Having access to information through the printed word is an absolute
necessity. Knowledge is power, and books are full of it. But reading is
more than just a practical tool. Through books we can enrich our
minds; we can also relax and enjoy some precious leisure moments.

With your help, your children can begin a lifelong relationship with the
printed word, so they grow into adults who read easily and frequently
whether for business, knowledge, or pleasure



https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-your-child

PSN Family Resource Center

The mission of the PSN Family
Resource Center is to provide
programs and services that build on family
strengths through prevention, education, support
and networking in collaboration with other b
resources in the community. ‘
Visit us during open hours, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 10am—2pm. 4" 4
Check in at Entrance D. ¢

PSN FAMILY

RESOURCE CENTER
Partnering * Supporting * Nurturing

Meet Our Staff

Erin Morey, Director of Operations
Erin.Morey@kenoshacounty.or

Liza Schultz, Director of Services
Elizabeth.Schultz@kenoshacounty.or

Chelsea Colwill, Parent Education Spec.

Chelsea.Colwill@kenoshacounty.org

Alison Haas, PPP Coordinator
Alison.Haas@kenoshacounty.or

Charmaine London, Service Coord.

Charmaine.London@kenoshacounty.org

Maria Saenz-Estevez, Service Coord.

Maria.Saenz-Estevez@kenoshacounty.org

Jaclyn Tenuta, Service Coordinator

Jaclyn.Tenuta@kenoshacounty.org

Rose Verdiguel, Service Coordinator

Rose.Verdiguel@kenoshacounty.org

Julie Perrault, PSG In Home Therapist
Like us on Facebook or visit our website: Julie.Perrault@kenoshacounty.or

Wl ey  IMAGINATION LIBRARY

When kids can't read, they can't succeed. Children who struggle with reading and reading com-
prehension are more likely to have deficits in other subjects such as math, science, and spoken
language. More so, they are at heightened risk for chronic absence and failing to graduate high
school. Studies show young children reading at home with their
parents help prepare them for kindergarten success, which then
helps them become successful in academic achievement.

WHAT IS IMAGINATION LIBRARY?

Created in 1996 by famed country singer Dolly Parton to foster a
love of reading in children and promote early childhood literacy. All
participating children from birth to 5 years of age receive free age-
appropriate books mailed directly to the child's home every month.

To check availability, eligibility and to register your child, visit
https://www.kenoshaunitedway.org/imagination-library.

For more information on sponsorship, please contact unitedway@kenoshaunitedway.org or call
262-658-4104.
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