
In what municipality is the property where the detached accessory

building is to be constructed located?

Kenosha County
Detached Accessory Buildings Procedure Flow Chart

Kenosha County Register of Deeds Office
Administration Building - Main Office
1010 56th St.
Kenosha WI 53140
Ph: 262-653-2441 - Real Estate
Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Kenosha County Planning & Development Office
Kenosha County Center
19600 75th Street, Suite 185-3
Bristol WI 53104
Ph: 262-857-1895
Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 noon - 1: 00 pm to 5:00 pm

Kenosha County Division of Highways
Kenosha County Center
19600 75th Street, Suite 122-1
Bristol WI 53104
Ph: 262-857-1870
Hours
Monday - Friday
7:00 am to 3:30 pm

Kenosha County Land Information Office
Administration Building
1010 56th Street
Kenosha WI 53140
Ph: 262-653-2622
Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Contact Information
Applicant Kenosha County Planning & Development Kenosha County Division of HighwaysHired Certified Master Plumber Kenosha County Land Information Office Kenosha County Register of DeedsLocal Village/Town OfficeHired WI Licensed Professional Surveyor

Flow Chart

C. of Kenosha

Contact the City of Kenosha 
625 52nd Street
Kenosha WI 53140
Ph: 262-653-4030
Webpage

V. of Pleasant Prairie

Contact the V. of Pleasant Prairie
9915 39th Avenue
Pleasant Prairie WI 53158
Ph: 262-925-6717
Webpage

V. of Twin Lakes

Contact the V. of Twin Lakes
108 East Main Street, PO Box 1024
Twin Lakes WI 53181
Ph: 262-844-3700
Webpage

V. of Genoa City

Contact the Village of Genoa City
755 Fellows Road, PO Box 428
Genoa City WI 53128-0428
Ph: 262-279-6472
Webpage

V. of Salem Lakes

Contact the V. of Salem Lakes
9814 Antioch Rd. (Hwy 83)
Salem WI 53168
Ph: 262-843-2313
Webpage

V. of Paddock Lake

Contact the V. of Paddock Lake
6969 236th Avenue
Paddock Lake WI 53168
Ph: 262-843-2713
Webpage

T. of SomersT. of Paris T. of Randall T. of WheatlandT. of BrightonV. of Somers

Is the subject property at least 10 acres

inclusive of adjacent road right-of-way?

Will the project require an

additional/new access point

(driveway) to the adjacent public

road or an alteration to an existing

access point (driveway) to the

adjacent public road?

Yes No

Section 12.17 of the Kenosha County General Zoning &
Shoreland/Floodplain Zoning Ordinance sets no limit on the number and
size of detached accessory buildings on properties that are 10 acres or
larger inclusive of public road right-of-way.

Generally speaking, any proposed detached accessory building must be
located at least 65 feet from any State or County trunk highway right-of-
way, at least 40 or 30 feet (dependent on the District) from a local Village or
Town road right-of-way, at least 25 feet from any side property line, at least
50 feet from any rear property line, at least 75 feet from any navigable
waterway, at least 5 feet from any septic tank, at least 10 feet from any
septic field, at least 15 feet from the downslope edge of any mound system
septic field and outside of any wetland and outside of any floodplain.

Residentially-associated detached accessory buildings, such as a detached
garage must be located at least 10 feet from any other building.

Agriculturally-associated detached accessory building, such as milkhouses,
grain bins and silos are not required to be at least 10 feet from any other
agriculturally-associated building.

Buildings must be used for personal use/storage only.  No business
use/storage is permitted unless authorized with business zoning or a
conditional use permit.

Section 12.17 of the Kenosha County General Zoning &
Shoreland/Floodplain Zoning Ordinance sets limits on the number and size
of detached accessory buildings on properties that are 10 acres or less
inclusive of public right-of-way.  The number and size of detached
accessory buildings permitted on the property is based on the size of the
property exclusive of road right-of-way - see summary chart in Section
12.17.120 to determine the number of detached accessory buildings
permitted on the property, their permitted size maximums and their required
setbacks.

In addition to the aforementioned setbacks dictated by property size, any
proposed detached accessory building must be located at least 65 feet from
any State or County trunk highway right-of-way, at least 40 or 30 feet
(dependent on the District) from a local Village or Town road right-of-way,
at least 75 feet from any navigable waterway, at least 5 feet from any septic
tank, at least 10 feet from any septic field, at least 15 feet from the
downslope edge of any mound system septic field and outside of any
wetland and outside of any floodplain.

Detached accessory buildings are permitted provided they are located on
the same lot as the principal structure (typically a residence) they serve and
only after the principal structure (typically a residence) is present or under
construction.

Detached accessory buildings are permitted provided they are located in the
side or rear yard.  Street yard placement is prohibited.

Buildings must be used for personal use/storage only.  No business
use/storage is permitted unless authorized with business zoning or a
conditional use permit.

Will the proposed detached

accessory building contain any

plumbing aside from a standard

exterior hose bib?

Yes No

STOP! It is advised that you contact your hired WI-licensed master plumber or master

restricted service plumber to discuss any connection fees and/or permitting

requirements prior to obtaining your zoning permit for construction of the detached

accessory building.  These costs will add substantially to the cost of your project.

Will the plumbing within the proposed detached accessory building be serviced hooked

up to the local municipal sewer system or will it be serviced by a private onsite

wastewater treatment system (POWTS)?

Municpal Sewer POWTS

Your connection to your local municipal sewer will be

administered/permitted by your local building inspector at the

time you make your building permit application to your local

muncipality.

Your connection to your 

private onsite wastewater treatment system (POWTS) will require a sanitary permit from the Kenosha County Sanitarian.  Said sanitary permit

application must be submitted by your hired master plumber.  The sanitary permit must be issued prior to the zoning permit for your detached

accessory building being issued.

Apply for your sanitary permit.  Your hired master plumber can apply electronically via the portal.  Your zoning permit cannot be issued until the

associated sanitary permit is issued. 

Yes No

STOP! It is advised that you secure a permit for any right-of-way work prior to obtaining your

zoning permit for construction of the detached accessory building.  If the agency that manages

road access denies your access permit it may cause you to have to alter your site plan in order

to gain vehicle access to your building.

Is the road upon which the access point connects a Wis. State Highway, County Trunk Highway

or Local (Village or Town) Road?

Wis. State Highway

County Trunk Highway

Your proposed right-of-way alteration within the Wis. State

Highway will be administered/permitted by the

Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WISDOT) - Access

Management.

Your proposed right-of-way alteration within the County

Trunk Highway will be administered/permitted by the

Kenosha County Division of Highways.  You can find an

Application to Construct or Modify Driveway Permit

Application here.

Local (Village or Town) Road Your proposed right-of-way alteration within the local road

will be administered/permitted by the local municipality.

Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation (SE Region)
Access Management
141 NW Barstow Street, PO Box 798
Waukesha WI 53188
Ph: 262-548-8788

WISDOT Access Management

Is the subject property within 300 feet

of a navigable waterway (stream or

river) or 1,000 feet of a lake?

Yes No

Yes No

Will the proposed project require additional fill to be brought onto the property beyond

those materials needed to create a typical pad for the proposed structure?

STOP! It is advised that you contact the Kenosha County Conservationist regarding your

proposed placement of additional fill in proximity to the adjacent navigable waterbody.   and/or

permitting requirements prior to obtaining your zoning permit for construction of the detached

accessory building.  These costs will add substantially to the cost of your project.

Apply for your stipulated shoreland permit.  You can apply by submitting a hardcopy application

to this office or by applying electronically via the portal.  Your zoning permit cannot be issued

until the associated stipulation shoreland permit is issued.

Is the subject property within the "City

Growth Area" described in the adopted

City of Kenosha/Town of Somers

Cooperative Plan?

Is the subject property within the "City Growth

Area" or "Village Growth Area" described in the

adopted 2017 City of Kenosha/Village of

Somers/Town of Somers/Town of Paris/Kenosha

Water Utility/Village of Somers Water Utility/Village

of Somers Sewerage District/County Highway

Commissioner Cooperative Plan and

Intergovernmental Agreement? Yes No

STOP! It is advised that you contact a planner at the Kenosha County

Planning & Development office.

There are prohibitions and triggers discussed in Section 10 of

the aforementioned plan that can affect permitting abilities.  Any

submitted zoning permit application will be subject to this

agreement.  Contacting the City of Kenosha regarding your options prior

to moving forward in the planning process is advised.

Yes No

STOP! It is advised that you contact a planner at the Kenosha County

Planning & Development office.

There are prohibitions and triggers discussed in Section 5.10 of the

aforementioned agreement that can affect permitting abilities.  Any

submitted zoning permit application will be subject to this agreement.  

Contacting the City of Kenosha regarding your options prior to moving

forward in the planning process is advised.

Apply for your zoning permit.  You can apply by submitting a hardcopy

application to this office or by applying electronically via the portal.

* Adherence to this flow chart does not gaurantee the issuance of a zoning permit or approval of your project.  This document is meant as a guide to educate the applicant.

Is the subject property at least 10 acres

inclusive of adjacent road right-of-way?

Section 3.14 of the Village of Somers General Zoning &
Shoreland/Floodplain Zoning Ordinance sets no limit on the number and
size of detached accessory buildings on properties that are 10 acres or
larger inclusive of public road right-of-way.

Generally speaking, any proposed detached accessory building must be
located at least 65 feet from any State or County trunk highway right-of-
way, at least 40 or 30 feet (dependent on the District) from a local Village or
Town road right-of-way, at least 25 feet from any side property line, at least
50 feet from any rear property line, at least 75 feet from any navigable
waterway, at least 5 feet from any septic tank, at least 10 feet from any
septic field, at least 15 feet from the downslope edge of any mound system
septic field and outside of any wetland and outside of any floodplain.

Residentially-associated detached accessory buildings, such as a detached
garage must be located at least 10 feet from any other building.

Agriculturally-associated detached accessory building, such as milkhouses,
grain bins and silos are not required to be at least 10 feet from any other
agriculturally-associated building.

Buildings must be used for personal use/storage only.  No business
use/storage is permitted unless authorized with business zoning or a
conditional use permit.

Section 3.14 of the Village of Somers General Zoning &
Shoreland/Floodplain Zoning Ordinance sets limits on the number and size
of detached accessory buildings on properties that are 10 acres or less
inclusive of public right-of-way.  The number and size of detached
accessory buildings permitted on the property is based on the size of the
property exclusive of road right-of-way - see summary chart in Section 3.14
(12) to determine the number of detached accessory buildings permitted on
the property, their permitted size maximums and their required setbacks.

In addition to the aforementioned setbacks dictated by property size, any
proposed detached accessory building must be located at least 65 feet from
any State or County trunk highway right-of-way, at least 40 or 30 feet
(dependent on the District) from a local Village or Town road right-of-way,
at least 75 feet from any navigable waterway, at least 5 feet from any septic
tank, at least 10 feet from any septic field, at least 15 feet from the
downslope edge of any mound system septic field and outside of any
wetland and outside of any floodplain.

Detached accessory buildings are permitted provided they are located on
the same lot as the principal structure (typically a residence) they serve and
only after the principal structure (typically a residence) is present or under
construction.

Detached accessory buildings are permitted provided they are located in the
side or rear yard.  Street yard placement is prohibited.

Buildings must be used for personal use/storage only.  No business
use/storage is permitted unless authorized with business zoning or a
conditional use permit.

Yes No

(example: STH "31", "50", "165", etc...)

(example: CTH "E", "EA", "B", etc...)

https://www.kenosha.org/departments/city-development-new/planning-zoning-cd
https://pleasantprairiewi.gov/departments/community_development
http://www.villageoftwinlakes.net/government/building-inspection/
https://www.genoacity.info/building
https://paddocklake.net/building-inspector/
https://viewer.diagrams.net/Section%2012.17%20of%20the%20Kenosha%20County%20General%20Zoning%20&%20Shoreland/Floodplain%20Zoning%20Ordinance%20affords
https://viewer.diagrams.net/Section%2012.17%20of%20the%20Kenosha%20County%20General%20Zoning%20&%20Shoreland/Floodplain%20Zoning%20Ordinance%20affords
https://kenoshacounty.municipal.codes/MCKC/12.17.120
https://www.google.com/search?q=hose+bib&rlz=1C1GCEB_enUS898US898&sxsrf=ALeKk01vpib_0M0q8HuQkxd2zbCcmgLrow:1617132250174&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT4M2K39jvAhUJXc0KHS-EDPMQ_AUoAnoECAIQBA&biw=1745&bih=917
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/738/Septic-Systems
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/581/Installers-and-Soil-Testers?bidId=
https://permitting.kenoshacounty.org/eTrakit/
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/real-estate/access-mgmt/default.aspx
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/504/Highways
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/8291/Driveway-Permit---2019
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/808/Links
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/Directory.aspx?DID=30
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/2014/FULL-SHORELAND-PERMIT-APPLICATION-FORM?bidId=
https://permitting.kenoshacounty.org/eTrakit/
https://www.somers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/CITY-OF-KENOSH-TOWN-OF-SOMERS-COOPERATIVE-PLAN.pdf
https://www.peglawfirm.com/system/ckeditor_assets/attachments/182/ag2017comprehensiveagreement_final_exec_100617.pdf?1537998454
https://www.kenoshacounty.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/137
https://permitting.kenoshacounty.org/eTrakit/
https://www.somers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/chapter-3.pdf
https://www.somers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/chapter-3.pdf
https://www.somers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/chapter-3.pdf


  

